
  

Guidelines for Authors 
English Language Teaching is a peer reviewed journal that provides a 

forum in which research on English language teaching and learning from 

various perspectives can be combined. English Language Teaching 

encourages scholarly contributions from a wide range of international 

contexts to explore both commonalities and differences in language 

teaching policy and practice in settings where activity is deliberately 

organized to promote language learning. It publishes manuscripts which 

are focused on and have clear implications for language teaching and 

learning.  

All Manuscripts submitted to English Language Teaching are generally 

expected to strictly follow the latest edition of the APA manual. Some of 

the more specific details include the following: 

I. In-text citations 

All references in the text and notes must be specified by the authors’ last 

names and date of publication together with page numbers for direct 

quotations from print sources.  

Note the following for the style of in-text citations: 
1. If the author’s name is in the text, follow with year in parentheses: 

Ellis (2008) has argued... 

2. If author’s name is not in the text, insert last name, comma and year: 

Several studies (Ellis, 2006; Long, 2005; McNamara, 1996) have described 

... 

3. For direct quotations, the page number follows the year, preceded by ‘p.’ (not 

a colon): 

It has been noted (Robinson, 2005, p. 51) that... 

4. Where there are two authors, always cite both names, joined by ‘and’ if 

within running text and outside of parentheses 

Read (2001) and Wigglesworth (1994) stated that… 

5. When a work has three, four, or five authors, cite all authors the first time the 

citation occurs; in subsequent citations, include only the surname of the first 

author followed by ‘et al.’ (not italicized and with a period after ‘al’) and the 

year if it is the first citation of the reference within a paragraph: 

Ellis, Long, McNamara, Read, and Wigglesworth (2014) found that…  

Ellis et al. (2014) found that [Use as subsequent citation thereafter.] 

6. When a work has six or more authors, cite only the surname of the first 

author followed by ‘et al.’ (not italicized and followed by a period after ‘al’) 

and the year for the first and subsequent citations. 

7. If two references with six or more authors shorten to the same form, cite the 

surnames of the first authors and of as many of the subsequent authors as 

necessary to distinguish the two references, followed by a comma and ‘et al.’. 

For example: 

If you have entries for the following references: 



 

 

Smith, Jones, Clark, Kumar, Green, and Goggins (2000) 

Smith, Jones, Miller, Green, Powell, and Goggins (2000) 

In the text you would cite them, respectively, as: 

Smith, Jones, Clark, et al. (2000) and Smith, Jones, Miller, et al. (2000) 

8. If two or more references by the same author are cited together, separate the 

dates with a comma (in chronological order): 

It has been stated in several studies (Ellis, 2000, 2001, 2002, 2006) ... 

9. If there is more than one reference to the same author (or by the same two or 

more authors in the same order) and year, insert the suffixes ‘a’, ‘b’, ‘c’, etc. 

after the year of publication and repeat the year. The suffixes are assigned in the 

reference list, where these kinds of references are ordered alphabetically by title 

(of the article, chapter, or complete work): 

It was described (Ellis, 2000a, 2000b, 2000c) ... 

10. List two or more works by different authors who are cited within the same 

parentheses in alphabetical order by the first author’s surname, separated by 

semicolons: 

It has been noted (Clark, 2001; Miller, 2001) ... 

11. When names of groups (e.g. government agencies, universities, etc.) serve 

as authors, these are usually spelled out each time they appear in a text citation. 

However, some group authors can be spelled out in the first citation and 

abbreviated thereafter: 

First text citation: 

(National Institute of Mental Health [NIMH], 2000)... 

Subsequent text citation: 

 (NIMH, 2000)... 

12. Citations from personal communications are not included in the reference 

list; cite in text only, giving the initials as well as the surname of the 

communicator and provide as exact a date as possible: 

 (R. Ellis, personal communication, April 28, 2000). 

II. Reference List 

A. General 

1. Check that the list is in alphabetical order by surname of the first 

author  

2. Names should be in initial cap, then lower case. 

3. Where several references have the same author(s), the name must be 

repeated each time. 

4. Last names containing de, van, von, De, Van, Von, de la, etc. should 

be alphabetized according to the language of origin. 

5. Names containing Jr or II should be listed as follows: 

Author Last Name, Initials, Jr. (year). 

Author Last Name, Initials, II (year). 

6. When ordering several works by the same first author: 



 

                                                                        
 

-author references arranged in date order, the earliest first 

-author entries precede multiple-author entries beginning with the same 

surname 

author’s last name, or if the second author is the same, the last name of the third 

author, and so on. 

ame order are arranged by year of 

publication, the earliest first: 

Brown, J. (2003) 

Brown, T. R., & Yates, P. (2003) 

Brown, W. (2002) 

Brown, W. (2003a) 

Brown, W., Hughes, J., & Kent, T. (2003) 

Brown, W., & Jones, M. (2003) 

Brown, W., & Peters, P. (2002) 

7. Check that all periodical data are included – volume and page numbers 

(complete span, not shortened), publisher, place of publication, etc. Only 

give the issue number in parentheses immediately after the volume 

number if each issue of a journal begins on page 1. 

8. The date of retrieval of online material is no longer required, only the 

URL. 

B. Reference Styles 

Journal article 
Author, A. A., Author, B. B., & Author, C. C. (year). Article title. Journal 

Name, vol no.(issue no.), xx–xx. 

Miller, A. J., Thomson, F., & Callagher, D. (1998). Affluence in suburbia. 

Suburbian Studies, 12(1), 9–12. 

Book 
Author, A. A. (1994). Book title. Location: Publisher. 

Miller, A. J., Thomson, F., & Callagher, D. (1998). Affluence in suburbia. 

London, UK: BL Books. 

Chapter in book 
Author, A. A., & Author, B. B. (1994). Chapter title. In A. Editor, B. Editor & 

C. Editor (Eds.), Book title (pp. xxx–xxx). Location: Publisher. 

Miller, A. J., Thomson, F., & Callagher, D. (1998). Epping case study. In C. 

Carter (Ed.), Affluence in suburbia (pp. 200–250). London, UK: BL Books. 

Website 
Author, A. A., Author, B. B., & Author, C. C. (1994). Online article title. 

Online Journal, xx, xxx–xxx. Retrieved from 

http://xxxx.xxxx.xx.xx/xxxx/xxxxxx/ 

Miller, A. J., Thomson, F., & Callagher, D. (1998). Epping case study. 

Suburban studies, 12, 1–9. Retrieved from http://xxxx.xxxx.xx.xx/xxxx/xxxxxx/ 

III. Manuscript Style 

http://xxxx.xxxx.xx.xx/xxxx/xxxxxx/


 

 

Manuscripts submitted to English Language Teaching should be based on 

empirical or data-based, not review studies and should not be under 

consideration by any other journal. Neither should it have been published in full 

or partial form in any other journal or full-length conference proceedings. 

Exceptions to this rule are conference presentations and books of abstracts. The 

letter accompanying the submission of a manuscript should contain a clear 

statement to this effect, i.e. the manuscript has not been published and is not 

under review by any other journals. 

Submissions should be produced using a standard word processing program, 

such as MS Word. Figures or artwork should be supplied in a finished form, 

suitable for reproduction, as these cannot be redrawn by the journal. 

Footnotes/Endnotes should be avoided. 

Please ensure that the files are saved as Word files. Any consistent spelling style 

is acceptable. Use double quotation and use single quotation marks within 

double if needed. 

Typing: Manuscripts submitted for publication should be word processed and 

single-spaced throughout. 

Length: The length should be 7000-10,000 words, including references and 

appendices, with an abstract of 200-250 words and up to 6 key words separated 

by semicolons. Manuscripts not observing this length will not be reviewed for 

publication. 

Spacing and paragraphing: All paragraphs (except for abstracts and those 

following the headings, subheadings, tables and figures)  should be indented. 

All paragraphs should be justified and no additional, i.e. space after, is needed 

between paragraphs. Each paragraph is single-spaced for both initial and final 

submission. 

Titles: Titles and section headings should be clear and brief. A manuscript 

should strictly follow the section structure below; all headings and subheadings 

must be numbered consecutively. 

1. Introduction 

2. Literature review  

3. Method 

3.1. Participants 

3.2. Data Collection Methods 

3.3. Data Analysis Procedures 
4. Results and Discussion 

5. Conclusion and implication(s) 
Tables and Figures: Tables and figures should be numbered and have 

descriptive titles. The journal will not print color images. Number tables 

consecutively in accordance with their appearance in the text. Place captions to 

tables above the table body (Two examples are given below) and footnotes to 

tables below the table body and indicate them with superscript lowercase letters. 

For figures, place both captions and footnotes below the figure. For table and 

figure captions, use the same font size (point 10) and font style as those used in 



 

                                                                        
 

the paragraphs. Use font size of 10 point for the content of tables with initial 

capital nouns single-spaced. Tables and figures should be supplied in the actual 

place in the text. 

Cover sheets: The paper should have a cover sheet with the following 

information: title of the paper, name of author(s); institutional affiliation 

(department, university, city, and country), a biographical note of no more than 

80 words, email and postal addresses; and telephone number, and word counts 

for the manuscript and for the abstract. The same information should be 

supplied for a Persian abstract. Give the names of all contributing authors in the 

order you wish them to appear in the published article. The cover sheet should 

be part of the same file as the paper.  

 

Table 1 

Category statistics 
Categories Counts Average Measure Outfit Mn Sq Most probable from 

1 875 -.03 1.0 low 

2 1877 .02 .9 -.78 

3 3491 .17 1.0 -.51 

4 5132 .31 1.0 -.14 

5 5317 .44 1.0 .34 

6 3007 .60 1.0 1.09 
 

 

Font: Times New Roman, 12 point.  

Title: Use bold for your article title, with an initial capital letter for any proper 

nouns and font 12 point. 

Abstract: Indicate the abstract paragraph with a heading or by reducing the font 

size to 12 point. The abstract should have five sections: background, purpose, 

method, results, and conclusions/implications. All lines should be single-spaced. 

Headings and subheadings: Please indicate the level of the section headings in 

your article: 

Headings: Times New Roman 12 pt bold. Headings should be on a 

separate line, ranged left. Please, use a numbering system for headings. 

Subheadings: Times New Roman 12 pt italic. Subheadings should also be 

on a separate line, ranged left. Please, use a numbering system for 

subheadings as well.  All subheadings should be justified left. 
Running heads are not required when submitting a manuscript for review. 
 

IV. Journal Ethics and Principles 
Supervisors’ names: All manuscripts primarily based on theses and 

dissertations should include the supervisor’s name irrespective of the time lapse 

between the defense session and submission of the manuscript unless the 

supervisor sends an email or letter to the journal stating his/her decision as to 

not being willing to be named as an author. The journal’s definite preference is 

the inclusion of the supervisor as the first author. The author submitting the 



 

 

manuscript, either the supervisor or the co-author, is considered to be the 

corresponding author unless otherwise indicated. 
 
+-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------+ 

|Measr|+Essays    |-assessor type    |- Rating criteria                                                                                   |Scale| 

|-----+-----------+------------------+----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------+-----| 

|   2 +           +                  +                                                                                                    + (6) | 

|     |           |                  |                                                                                                    | --- | 

|     |           |                  |                                                                                                    |     | 

|     | .         |                  |                                                                                                    |     | 

|     | .         |                  |                                                                                                    |     | 

|   1 + .         +                  +                                                                                                    +  5  | 

|     | *.        |                  |                                                                                                    |     | 

|     | *****.    |                  | Word choice                                                                                        | --- | 

|     | ********. |                  | Sentence variety                                                                                   |     | 

|     | *****     | Teacher assessor | Punctuation         Range               Topic relevance                                            |  4  | 

*   0 * ***       * Peer-assessor    * Coherent support    Conclusion          Introduction        Overall grammar    Thesis development * --- * 

|     | .         | Self-assessor    | Essay format        Substance           Word form                                                  |     | 

|     | .         |                  | Logical sequencing                                                                                 | 3   | 

|     |           |                  | Spelling                                                                                           | --- | 

|     |           |                  |                                                                                                    |     | 

|  -1 +           +                  +                                                                                                    +  2  | 

|     |           |                  |                                                                                                    |     | 

|     |           |                  |                                                                                                    |     | 

|     |           |                  |                                                                                                    | --- | 

|     |           |                  |                                                                                                    |     | 

|  -2 +           +                  +                                                                                                    + (1) | 

|-----+-----------+------------------+----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------+-----| 

|Measr| * = 7     |-assessor type    |- Rating criteria                                                                                    |Scale| 

+-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------+ 

Figure 1.Variable map showing the ordering of students’ essays from 

those displaying the highest levels of proficiency to those displaying the 

lowest levels of proficiency, assessor types from most to least severe, and 

rating criteria from those that were harder for students to receive high 

ratings on, to those that were easier for students to receive high ratings 

on. 
Review policies and decisions: The review process normally takes three 

months. Papers submitted to the journal are first screened through in-house 

review to ensure that submission guidelines have been largely observed and to 

determine whether the paper merits further independent review. Next, they 

undergo rigorous peer review. This involves anonymized reviewing by two 

anonymous reviewers and where there is a split decision by a third reviewer. A 

manuscript may be accepted without revision, with minor revision without 

being returned to the reviewers after modification, with major revision, or 

rejected. In case a manuscript requires revision, reviewers’ comments will be 

sent to the author. For manuscripts rejected after in-house review, the author 

will not receive any detailed comments. 



 

                                                                        
 

 

 

 

 


